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Hello all,

Contest season is more than half over, only 
three S3 contests left. Where did the summer 
go? Our first annual Gambler’s Gala was 
a big success, allowing the club to acquire 
some real nice new equipment at a minimum 
of expense. Lee did an extraordinary job with 
lots of others helping to make it a success. 
Unfortunately family commitments didn’t allow 
me to be there, but I want to personally thank 
all of you that pitched in! You helped to give 
S3 a good name in the RC soaring world.

If you haven’t checked out the club’s website 
lately, do so, it has some great pictures from 
the contest as well as some nice photo’s from 
Spring Fling. 

I hope to see all of you at the next contest.

See ya, Adam

Letter from the President:       July/August 2003

S3 Officers for 2003: 

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adam Kremers
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pete Casti
Secretary/Newsletter Editor . . . . Ron Marston
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Brady
Safety Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyn Disbrow
Public Relations Officer  . . . . Phil Kalenowsky

The Gambler’s Gala contest was a success.

GIANT 12 PAGE ISSUE!!
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Treasurer’s Reports
Period ending July 01, 2003

Opening Balance:          $922.66

Income:
 June contest     $45.00
Total Income      45.00
Expenses:
 3 power receptacles     $8.20
 2 turnaround bearings $17.91
 Frequency board lamination $21.18
 winch battery tie downs $10.72
Total Expenses:     $58.01
Closing Balance:        $909.65
Submitted by Jim Brady

Period ending August 4, 2003

Opening Balance:                  $909.65

Income:
 July contest (plus $10 owed)        $70.00
 Donation (Subway Gala lunch order)     $14.85

 Cash from Gala shirt sales $578.00
 Cash from Gala net receipts        $106.16
Total Income      $769.01

Expenses:
 Desert Threads for 50 shirts     $617.94
Total Expenses:     $617.94
Closing Balance:      $1060.72

Submitted by Jim Brady

July 2003 Meeting Minutes 

Meeting of 7-01-03 was called to order by 
Adam Kremers at 7:45 p.m.

Minutes of previous meting were approved
Treasurers report was read.

Old business: 
Oliver tested his RF detector. He will tweak 
it and have it working for the Gala contest. 
He will use PVC pipe to create a loop the 
radio will be passed through. He will create 
a very successful detector for transmitters 

inadvertently left on. Oliver will also do an 
outstanding job rigging the P.A. system 
for the Gala contest, using state of the art 
amplification.

Leonard has the Gala contestants in an 
Access database, and will do an outstanding 
job with the scoring of the contest. He will 
post data on the website after the contest 
showing all possible scoring information, 
including average times per round in each 
flight category.

Battery chargers and extension cords are 
needed for the contest. Many club members 
will come through here, including Pete Casti, 
who will bring tons of really big extension 
cords, and who also will build a nice radio 
impound shelf for the contest.

Tents are needed for the contest. Arley 
will bring his tent, as will many other club 
members.

New batteries and chargers are needed. 
Adam will take care of getting the batteries.

Walkie-talkies are needed. Ron Brown will 
bring his, and so will Lee and Oliver (I think).

Trophies are needed for the contest. Adam 
will work with Tom Black to create some very 
cool looking trophies. Neither Tom nor Adam 
will charge the club for the trophies.

T Shirts were discussed. Marston can’t locate 
bright yellow shirts with pockets, so we will go 
without pockets. Marston will take care of the 
shirts.

Practically all active S3 members will help out 
at the Gala contest, and all will owe a debt of 
gratitude to Lee Cox for making the contest 
go, and go well.

New business:
None.
Meeting adjourned around 8:49 p.m.

Submitted by Ron Marston.
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August 2003 Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 7:50 p.m., 8/05/03 
by Adam Kremers.

Minutes from last meeting were read and 
approved.

Treasurers report was subject to revision due 
to highly technical accounting issues with Gala 
contest.

No Correspondences.

Old business: 
The person who had a seizure Saturday 
morning at the Gala contest is okay. 
Apparently he suffered from heat exhaustion.

Jim Kirstine needs to join the club.

Dave Hagander needs to join the club.

There was some discussion about what we 
learned at the Gala contest. An inordinate 
amount of pop-offs may have been caused by 
the position and size of the rings the retriever 
line runs through. Ron Brown moved the rings 
further out and the pop-offs seemed fewer.

The new winch carts have been modified by 
Lee to fit into the new trainer. They now have 
only 2 wheels and pins to hold them to the 
ground

New business:
Bill Gillis is the CD of the August contest, and 
claims he will be there.

If you haven’t signed up for Visalia yet do it 
now!

A slope event was discussed for the Air Races 
in September. We decided not to do anything 
official, but someone (Jim?) should put 
something out on the RC Soaring Exchange.

Oliver brought in a new RC magazine called 
FLY RC, that he found at Raley’s (I found one 
there too), that has great tech specs in their 
reviews, some respected RC authors, and 

other good things. It looks like it will be a good 
magazine. Go buy one.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

Submitted by Ron Marston

June 2003 S3 Contest Report
Lyn Disbrow was the CD for the June contest. 
The format was 4 rounds and the contest was 
held at the Washoe Valley site. The weather 
was fairly cooperative.

Lee Cox was the winner of the contest, with 
Jim Brady coming in second and Adam 
Kremers taking third place. I don’t remember 
any carnage, but if I’ve overlooked a 
devastating loss you had in the June contest 
I apologize. I actually don’t remember much 
about the contest. This is why CDs should 
submit contest reports to me!

Adam sends his Falcon 800 straight up the liine in the June contest

CD Lyn Disbrow piloting his plane off the winch.
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The July contest was supposed to be a dry run 
for the Gala contest the next weekend. We set 
up 2 winches at Laura Springs and attempted 
to fly 4 rounds of 7, 9, 11, and 13 minutes.

By the second round, the wind was picking up 
and some nasty turbulent air started showing 
up. Planes were starting to go all over the 
place in the air, as if they were out of control. 

Two bad winch accidents caused by sideways 
gust of wind were the final straw and we 
decided to cancel the contest. The first 
accident happened when I was launching the 
Super V for Arthur (my son). My launches can 
be pretty wild even in calm conditions, but this 
time a hard fast gust of wind caught the wing 
as I was letting go and it rolled to the right and 
careened into the ground with all the power the 
winch and a tensioned line could give it. The 
wing was folded, and fuse was in 2 pieces.

Not 10 minutes later Oliver had the same thing 
happen to him, only this time his beautiful 
- brand new - only flown in one contest - just 
dialed in and flying wonderfully - man he must 
have spent a lot of time glassing those wings 
- and check out that paint job - plane rolled to 
the left and slammed into the earth, and was 
in even more pieces than the Super V. Oli took 
it like a man, I would have been bawling like a 
baby. 

He shifted his attention to something a whole 
lot more important than an airplane: his son 
Owen.

I packed up my Mystic after all the carnage, 
and later rebuilt the Super V (yet again) for 
Arthur to fly in the Gala contest the following 
week. 

Submitted by Ron Marston

Spring Fling 2003

Spring Fling in Sacramento was June 21-22 
this year. The contest was well attended by 
S3 members, with 14 pilots from this area 
attending. The weather was pretty good for a 
Spring Fling - in other words, not too windy. 

July 2003 Contest Report  

Jim Brady launching at Spring Fling. Lee timing.

July 2003 Contest Report (contd) 

Dave Hagander coming close with his Sharron at Spring FlingOliver with his plane at Spring Fling in June
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Spring Fling 2003 (cont’d)

We met Friday night at the Davis Sudwerks, a 
tradition for S3 pilots. Some drank too much 
beer, another Friday night tradition.

S3 pilots scored about the same as we 
usually do: some near the top, some in the 
middle and some closer to the bottom of the 
pack. Lee won a trophy in Gray Cup, and I 
think Dave and Oliver and Jim finished fairly 
high in Open class. Chris had the smallest 
plane in the contest with his versitile hand 
launch.

Lee sadly lost his Sharron to a radio hit 
Friday evening. He had the frequency pin, 
but another person at the field on the same 
channel probably thought he had the pin, and 
tragedy resulted. I think it’s been repaired/
replaced and is close to flying again.

Spring Fling 2003 (cont’d)

All in all a pretty good contest for me, even 
though my score was lousy. In fact, Arthur 
edged me out and placed one above me in  
the final tally.

Submitted by Ron Marston

Thanks to Oliver Lieder for supplying most 
of the Spring Fling pictures and many Gala 
pictures also. Thanks also to Jim Brady and 
Ron Brown for pictures elsewhere in this 
issue.

Adam with his Turbo Bee at Spring Fling. It was actually calm enough to fly it 
this year.

Arthur Marston and a much abused Super V at Spring Fling.

Dave, Jim, Lee, Walter, Pete, and Ron Madison at dinner Friday night.

Ed the photographer points to Lee’s trophy at Spring Fling
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Gambler’s Gala Contest Report

Submitted by Lee Cox

 July 19 & 20, 2003 

As the Contest Director for this event I would 
like to thank all of the members, their wives 
and friends who came out and helped with 
putting on this event. Alphabetically I want to 
extend a special thanks to: 

Chris Adams for coming out Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday and assisting with the running of 
this contest. He flew but didn’t do great as he 
was also helping to put on this event...And, 
“there was no lift.” 

Tom Black! Some of you may not know Tom 
as he has been very busy starting a busi-
ness, U.S. Laser Made, in Sparks. Tom is in 
the laser cutting business and he is the one 
responsible for making the trophies for our 
contest. And, they where EXTREMELY well 
done. In addition, he also donated the labor 
and material and charged the club nothing for 
them. He is a great guy and produces great 
workmanship. Thanks, Tom! 

A special thanks to Jim Brady for spending 
a lot of time building two new turnarounds 
for our winches and then showing up at my 
house early Friday AM to help me bring over 
the equipment. He then spent all day working 
to set up the one practice winch and retriever, 

tents, flags, etc. and on Saturday and Sunday 
he gave up flying and worked on keeping the 
winches working throughout both days. He 
was also the last one to leave after cleaning 
up and returning all the equipment back to my 
house on Sunday evening. 

Jim also talked his wife, Jeannie Brady, into 
coming out and working with us. She, along 
with my wife, set up and opened the registra-
tion table around 4 PM on Friday. They both 
finished the registration on Saturday and then 
spent all day Saturday and Sunday keeping 
all the scorecards and frequency pins in order 
and having them ready for me when I needed 
to call pilots up to fly. 

Ron Brown was there all three days assist-
ing with the setting up details as much as he 
could with his arm in a sling. He did not fly but 

Jim Brady, Jim Kirstine, and Ron Brown Satrday morning

Chris Adams, Arthur Marston, Jim Brady, Charlie Maschal, Pete Casti, and 
Ron Marston setting up the winch line Sunday morning.

Ron Brown controlling the winches.

Gambler’s Gala Contest Report
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stayed out there as winch master and called 
the launching order on both days. 

Pete Casti had to work on Friday but was out 
there Saturday and Sunday working winches 
along with fixing them as needed. He tried 
to fly but the “lift” gods were not good to 
him. When we where finished packing up on 
Sunday evening, we had to wake him up... 
He was beat! 

Jeane Cox, my wife, was a great help in 
so many ways. She was out helping with 
the registrations, scorecards and frequency 
pins and worked with Jeannie Brady. They 
both were GREAT! Also, a special thanks 
to my wife for putting up with all the pre-
contest necessities and assisting in setting 
up and showing me how to use “Access” as 
a database for the contest. She helped me 

enter the data as well as seeing that almost 
everything was done before the contest which 
was invaluable to me. 

Richard Castillion brought me a cooler and 
megaphone, which we borrowed from the 
Sage Brush Flyers Club, and then he worked 
steadily on Saturday and Sunday running the 
radio impound mostly by himself. Thanks, 
Rich, for doing such a great job! 

Lyn Disbrow was out at the field early on 
Friday to assist with the setting up process. 
He was a big help to me as he took over and 
laid all the tapes that we used for our parking 
boundary along with a lot of other duties. 

Scott Hall was out both Saturday and 
Sunday assisting with winches and repairs 
and wherever else help was needed. 

Dave Hagander was out assisting early 
Saturday and Sunday. He tried to show 
the pilots where the lift was both days and 
managed to finish 4th in open class. Dave 
also assisted with running the winches along 
with repairing them and then helped a bunch 
in taking things apart and packing on Sunday 
when he could get someone to watch his new 
puppy, Cosby. 

Dan Hickey was a great help all three days. 
Thanks so much, Dan, for letting us hold 
our “first annual” event in your pasture. Dan 
also moved a lot of things around, mowing/
watering/cattle, so we could make it happen! 

Dave and Cosby

Jeane and Jeannie keeping things in order.

Radio Impound area - Oli, Ron Madison, Jim, and Pete.

Gambler’s Gala report (cont’d)
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Gambler’s Gala report (cont’d)

Oliver Lieder seemed to be everywhere! He 
not only worked in the tent area calling up 
pilots and maintaining our PA system, but he 
also worked and repaired the winch lines. Oli 
managed to finish 22nd in open class. 

Leonard MacKey was out helping on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday as well as letting 
our club use the winch/retriever trailer that 
belongs to him and Scott Hall. He spent 
a lot of time before the contest setting up 
the scoring program that we obtained from 
Michael Skube. Despite only a couple of 
minor problems, it all worked out great. 
Leonard brought Matt Reppas with him to 
assist with the scoring and I believe he even 
used Matt’s laptop computer. Some of us 
know Matt from a year ago when he came out 
and flew with us a couple of times. Thank you 
also, Matt. 

Ron Madison had to work on Friday but was 
out there very early on Saturday and Sunday. 
Ron helped with the setup of all the equip-
ment and spent a lot of time timing for all of 
our pilots who were flying. He also flew the 
contest without a lot of “thermal” success. He 
was not alone! Ron also stayed and helped 
to clean up and pack up everything into the 
three trailers, then had to try and wake up 
Pete and drive Hickey’s truck and trailer back 
up to the ranch for Dan. 

Gambler’s Gala report (cont’d)

Ron Marston was EXTREMELY helpful 
during and before the contest. He is the one 
who designed the frequency board, had it 
printed, and then also designed the new T-
shirts and had them made. He also was out 
there working the winch lines and assisting 
with other duties throughout the contest along 
with his son, Arthur, who was a big help in 
running the Quad back and forth repairing 
the lines at the turnaround. They both stayed 
and helped to clean up and re-pack all the 
equipment into the trailers. Ron was the lucky 
winner of the $122.50 raffle ticket…. WOW!!! 

Charlie Maschal, as always, came out to 
help very early on Friday. He was out there by 
7 AM waiting for others to arrive. He helped 
to set up and run errands for things we forgot 
and was our pickup and delivery guy for the 
Subway lunch on Sunday. He did not do well 
in flying as he only finished one round before 
his plane developed breakage. So, he was 
around to help and time for our members who 
where flying. He, as always, was there to help 
clean up and pack. 

Howard McCluskey even showed up on 
Saturday to see what was going on and 
pitched in and assisted with winches for a 
while. He had just had surgery on his ear but 
he was there to help. 

Ron Marston

Leonard at the keyboard with Matt Reppas behind. Richard Castillion left.
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Arley Simpson was out there waiting when 
I got there on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Arley helped with anything and everything I/we 
asked of him, along with the cleanup chores. 

Tom Walters is a member that may not be 
well know by all. He is a great pilot and friend 
from the power club who we are fortunate 
to have as a member. He has just recently 
started flying sailplanes with us. Tom was out 
there on Saturday and Sunday taking charge 
of the duties as Chief Landing Judge. He 
spent both days out there verifying the times 
and landings for a lot of pilots who were four 
to six minutes short on time and missed the 
landings also. It was a TOUGH JOB but Tom 
consoled them. Thanks, Tom, for doing such 
a great job! 

Overall, the contest went very well! There 
were only a couple of small problems, one of 
which was having to call the Paramedics for 

the guy from Bishop. At this time, I still have 
no news as to how he is doing but hope that 
all is well. 

I have had numerous e-mails regarding what 
a great contest we ran (except for lift) and 
most were also asking if we were planning to 
do it again next year????? 

As Contest Director of this event, I am very 
proud of our club and the way everyone came 
out and assisted in putting on a great event. 
Also, on the upside, the contest put $949.83 
into our account plus monies made with the 
T-shirts and golf shirts. Jim and Jeannie 
Brady handled the shirts and have that 
information. 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH!! LEE COX

See lots of Gambler’s Gala pics and final 
scores on the S3 Web site.

Contest director of the Gambler’s Gala

Arley with Slow Stick flight number one million (or something like that)

Two new winch carts the club got out of the contest Dash for cash caused this!
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2003 S3 Contest Scores (Normalized to 1000 points)

S3 Contest Schedule for 2003 
S3 contests are usually held the third Sunday of the Month from March to October, at the Washoe 
Valley flying site (2.2 miles South of Bower’s Mansion on the West side of old 395).

Month  S3 Contest Date  Contest Director  SVSS Contests (Sac)
March  Rescheduled to 3/30 Adam Kremers  3/08
April   Rescheduled to 4/27 Pete Casti   4/12 
May   5/18    Lee Cox   5/10
June   6/15    Lyn Disbrow   6/07
July   7/13 (cancelled for wind) Arley Simpson  7/12
Gambler’s Gala 7/19 - 7/20   Lee Cox  
August  8/17    Bill Gillis   8/09
September  9/21    Oliver Lieder   9/12
October  10/19    Dave Hagendar  10/11

Other Flying Events
Spring Fling (Sacramento) June 21, 22, 2003
Visalia Fall Soaring Festival  October 3-5, 2003

Pilot March April May June July Aug.  Sept. Oct. Total

Chris Adams 0 DNF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jim Brady 851 0 311 909 0 0 0 0 2071 
Ron Brown 853 DNF 876 793 0 0 0 0 2522
Pete Casti 797 666 542 787 0 0 0 0 2792
Richard Castillion DNF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lee Cox 850 159 760 1000 0 0 0 0 2769
Lyn Disbrow 672 0 0 599 0 0 0 0 1271
Bill Gillis 550 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 550
Scott Hall 435 0 333 0 0 0 0 0 768
Dave Hagander 1000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000
Dan Hickey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mike Karpchuk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Adam Kremers 913 983 848 844 0 0 0 0 3588
Oliver Lieder 998 1000 1000 780 0 0 0 0 3778
Leonard MacKey 445 339 0 0 0 0 0 0 784
Ron Madison 0 DNF 334 683 0 0 0 0 1017
Arthur Marston 0 0 365 DNF 0 0 0 0 365
Ron Marston 721 1000 381 686 0 0 0 0 2787
Charlie Maschal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Howard McCluskey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tom Walters 361 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 361
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Sierra Silent Soarers
Newsletter Editor
1653 Westfield Ave.
Reno, NV 89509

Next Contest of the year: Sunday, August 17

Be There!

Next Club Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 2, 7:30pm  •  Round table Pizza • McCarran and Mira Loma




